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read on Jan u ary 17 o f t h i s year , Mr. President. It was
referred to the Public Health and Welfare Committee for
hearing. The bill was advanced to General File. There are
Public Health and Welfare Committee amendments pending.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Wesely, would you like to talk
about the amendments?

SENATOR WESELY: Mr . Sp e aker , members, the amendments to the
b il l t r y t o dea l with t h e c oncerns the Public Health and
Welfare Committee had with this legislation. We did spend a
great deal of t.-'.me meeting with the proponents of the
legi s l a t i o n i nc l u d i n g S enat o r Barrett, with Gina Dunning
from the Department of Social Services and other interested
i ndiv i du a l s . W h a t w e did was we changed the thrust of the
legislation in terms of its administration, but not in its
focal point in terms of trying to help deal with the very
acute problem in our state, that being child abuse. What we
did was instead of having an independent board as envisioned
by the original LB 333, w e se t u p a boa r d t ha t i s p l a ced
under the Department of Social Services. This would then
allow the Department of Social Services, which al r ead y h a s
staff dealing somewhat in this area, to staff the board and
provide the technical support that is needed to administer
this proposal. Then we also provided the board would not be
totally independent in terms of their decisions. The
Director of the Department of Social Services would have
veto power over their spending decisions so that there is
some oversight to the board, but nevertheless, the board
itself would have t he i n i t i al de ci si on - mak in g po w e r in
deciding where the money is spent and providing the input
that is so vital to resolving this issue. A lso t h a t b o a r d
with that independence would be e nc o u r aged t o hav e more
volunteer support and involvement. So we do c h ange a b i t o f
the thrust of the administration, but the actual thrust of
t he b i l l i s n ot ch an g e d . We do c h a nge t h e n ame f rom th e
Child Trust Fund to the Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention Fund
a nd the r eas o n i s u n de r o u r statutes there is a provision
that trust funds have to be dealt with very particularly and
couldn't be allowed to allocate funds as envisioned by this
bill so we had to change the name from a trust fund to the
Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention Fund under these committee
amendments. The m akeup of t h e boa r d i s seven members
appointed by the Governor and then the Director of the
Department of Health and then the Director of the Department
of Social Services are both added to the seven member board
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